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RESUMEN.- El tiuque (Milvago chimango) es un ave rapaz diurna que ocupa tipicamente habitats abiertos.
Esta especie es principalmente insectivora, consumiendo alternativamente carrofia y animales vertebrados. Aun
cuando una variedad de animales vertebrados conforman parte de la dieta del tiuque, hasta ahora el consumo de
marsupiales de bosque no ha sido documentado. E1 9 de enero de 2015, a las 20:05 h, registramos en el Parque
Nacional Nahuelbuta a un tiuque macho posado sobre la rama de un arbol con un monito del monte (Dromiciops
spp.) sosteniéndolo con su pico. Después de casi 30 segundos de ser observado, el tiuque vold y desaparecio de
nuestra vista entre los arboles. Ya que nuestra observacion es incompleta, no podemos afirmar que el monito del
monte fue realmente capturado por el tiuque. Es posible que el marsupial haya sido encontrado muerto, robado
a algun otro depredador o efectivamente cazado. Independiente de esto, nuestra observacion revela por primera
vez el consumo potencial de un marsupial nocturno especialista de bosque por parte del tiuque, una ave rapaz de
dieta generalista y cazador oportunista, y con este registro contribuir a comprender como este tltimo se beneficia

de los ecosistemas boscosos.

Manuscrito recibido el 06 de septiembre de 2016, aceptado el 16 de diciembre de 2016.

The Chimango Caracara (Milvago chimango) is
a South American raptor ranging from southern Brazil
and Bolivia to southernmost Patagonia (Humphrey et al.
1970, Fjeldsa & Krabbe 1995, GRIN 2016). In most of
Chile, it is the most common, ubiquitous and widespread
raptor species inhabiting a variety of habitats (Araya &
Millie 1986, Egli & Aguirre 2000, Martinez & Gonzalez
2005). Available information on its food habits suggest
that the Chimango Caracara has a generalist diet and
an opportunistic hunting behavior, preying mainly on
invertebrates and secondarily feeding on carrion, not being
an active predator of vertebrates (Barros 1960, Nuiiez et
al. 1982, Cabezas & Schlatter 1987, Biondi et al. 2005).
Vertebrates consumed by Chimango Caracaras in Chile
include small rodents, small birds, lizards, toads, and fish
(Housse 1934, Barros 1960, Nunez & Yafiez 1981, Yanez
et al. 1982, Sazima & Olmos 2009, Figueroa & Corales
2015, Tobar et al. 2015). Most vertebrate taxa reported
as food of this raptor are common species inhabiting
open habitats. To our knowledge, forest-specialist small

mammals have never been reported as food of the
Chimango Caracara. Here, we describe an event that
suggests that the monito del monte (Dromiciops spp.), a
forest-specialist marsupial, potentially constitutes a food
item of the Chimango Caracara in southern Chile.

On 9 January 2015, at 20:05, at the crossroads to
Pehuenco, Piedra del Aguila and Coimallin (37°48°21”S,
73°00°59”W), on the southeastern slope of Nahuelbuta
National Park, we observed a Chimango Caracara perched
on a branch of a Lenga tree (Nothofagus pumilio) carrying
a small mammal in its bill. Judging by the yellow color of
its legs, the Chimango Caracara was an adult male (see
Sarasola et al. 2011). After about 30 sec of observation,
the bird flew away into the trees with its “food item” and
was lost from sight. We presumed that the mammal was
later consumed by the Chimango Caracara or transported
to its nest to feed the young. After analyzing a photograph
that one of us (CRB) took while the Chimango Caracara
was perched, we could determine that the “food item” in
its bill was a monito del monte (Fig. 1). Fur color and



Revista Chilena de Ornitologia 23(1): 26-29
Union de Ornitélogos de Chile 2017

COMUNICACION BREVE 27

body shape were typical of this marsupial (Iriarte 2008).
Based on the distribution, it is likely that it was a specimen
of Dromiciops bozinovici (D’Elia et al. 2016).

Given that our observation is incomplete, we cannot
confirm that the Chimango Caracara actually captured the
monito del monte in Nahuelbuta. Chimango Caracaras
can be agile hunters of vertebrate prey including small
rodents, birds, lizards, and fishes (Housse 1934, Sazima
& Olmos 2009, R.A. Figueroa. comunicacion personal)
and they could potentially subdue and kill a Monito del
Monte. However, both species strongly differ in their
daily activity pattern and habitat use, which decreases the
chances of an encounter. Whereas Chimango Caracaras
concentrate their activity during the daytime mainly
in open habitats (Housse 1945, Barros 1960, Cabezas
& Schlatter 1987), the Monito del Monte is a strictly
nocturnal and forest-specialist species (Osgood 1943,
Kelt & Martinez 1989, Hershkovitz 1999, Fortunbel et
al. 2009). In addition, Chimango Caracaras are known to
be carrion consumers (Barros 1960, Cabezas & Schlatter
1987, Biondi et al. 2005) and can steal food from other
predators by using kleptoparasitic tactics (Barros 1960,
Garcia & Biondi 2011). It is possible that the Chimango
found the monito del monte already dead on the ground,
lost or discarded by another forest predator. On occasions,
owls and hawks lose their prey while manipulating them
on elevated platforms and after falling to the ground,
it becomes difficult to recover. Baladron et al. (2009)
observed that other aerial predators such as the Variable

Figure 1. A male Chimango
Caracara (Milvago chimango)
sustaining a Monito del Mon-
te (Dromiciops spp.) in the
Nahuelbuta National Park,
southern Chile. Photographed
by Constanza Riquelme (Janu-
ary 9 2015).

Hawk (Geranoaetus polyosoma) could indirectly supply
food to Chimango Caracaras. It is also possible that the
Chimango Caracara had stolen the monito del monte from
the interior of a nesting cavity or from a platform where
some other forest aerial predator stored its food. Often
Chimango Caracaras explore natural and built cavities
when searching for food (R.A. Figueroa, com. pers.).

Alternatively, there is also a possibility that the
Chimango Caracara had in fact captured the monito del
monte. Chimangos are facultative forest users and may
eventually search for prey or food in the forest (Figueroa
2015a, Figueroa & Corales 2015). It is possible that while
the Chimango was searching for prey in the forest, it had
casually detected some active nest of monito del monte
and took it while it was still dormant. Slow reaction of this
marsupial upon awakening from its daytime drowsiness
(Mufnoz—Pedreros & Palma 2000) could have facilitated
its capture and handling by the Chimango Caracara. The
fact that the observed Chimango was a male, may not
be accidental. In southern Chile, Chimango Caracaras
reproduce in spring and summer, and males tend to
intensively search for prey to feed the female during
courtship and incubation, and their chicks during the
breeding season (Housse 1945, Barros 1960, Figueroa
2015b). Thus, potential predation upon a monito del monte
by a Chimango Caracara may represent a rare occurrence
by a male securing food.

Assuming the Chimango Caracara effectively
killed and ate the monito del monte, this species would
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constitute part of a subset of forest predators that typically
prey on this marsupial. These include the Rufous-legged
Owl (Strix rufipes; Martinez 1993, Martinez & Jaksic
1996, 1997, Figueroa et al. 2006), Austral Pygmy -Owl
(Glaucidium nana; Ibarraet al.2014), chilla fox (Lycalopex
griseus; Martinez et al. 1993, Rau et al. 1995, Zuiiiga et
al. 2008), darwin’s Fox (Lycalopex fulvipes; Jaksic et al.
1990, Elgueta et al. 2007, Jiménez 2007), puma (Puma
concolor; Rau et al. 2002), and the Chilean long-tailed
snake (Philodryas chamissonis; Muiioz—Leal et al. 2013).

Regardless of whether the monito del monte was
either captured, taken as carrion or stolen from another
predator, our record reveals for the first time the potential
consumption of this forest-specialist marsupial by a
Chimango Caracara. More research is necessary to
determine to what extent monitos del monte are consumed
and how these are actually obtained by this raptor. How
Chimangos use and benefit from forests is still an open
question (Figueroa 2015a) and we hope that our finding
may contribute to the response.
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