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RESUMEN.- Aquí documentamos cuatro nuevos registros del aguilucho chico (Buteo albigula) hechos entre 2006 y 
2011 en la región de Aysén, Chile, los cuales extienden su límite de distribución austral > 450 km hacia el sur desde 
el último registro conocido. Monitoreos futuros son necesarios para confirmar si la distribución del éste aguilucho es 
más amplia y si se reproduce en la región de Aysén.
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 Understanding species distributions is helpful for 
implementing effective conservation plans; consequently, 
high efforts must be employed for defining the edge of 
species distributions by fieldwork or modeling in order 
to analyze and predict the responses of animal species 
to ecological changes and habitat shifts along gradients 
(Thiollay 1996). However, these field surveys may be 
very expensive and time-consuming. In such cases, data-
bases of occasional records made during baseline studies 
or rapid ecological assessments offer an opportunity for 
gathering preliminary information on the distribution and 
habitat of rare, elusive or threatened species (Olupot & 
Sheil 2010).
 The White-throated Hawk (Buteo albigula Phili-
ppi 1899) is a migratory South American forest raptor. Up 
to date, only two main distribution areas are known for the 
species: the southern temperate rainforest where it breeds, 
and the sub-tropical Andes forest where it winters (Gelain 
et al. 2001, Pavez 2000, Trejo et al. 2006, 2007). Up to 
now, the southernmost record in Chile is reported at La 

Junta, northern Aysén (44°05’ S, 72°17’ W; Figueroa et al. 
2002). Here, we documented new observations of White-
throated Hawks in Aysén and that significantly extends its 
southern distributional range in Chile.
 We recorded White-throated hawks occasionally 
by participating in two baseline studies of fauna between 
2006 and 2008. White-throated hawks were observed 
in four localities (Fig. 1). On 16 October 2006 (austral 
spring), an adult White-throated Hawk was observed per-
ching on a live Magellan southern beech (Nothofagus be-
tuloides) near to Quetru Lake (48°05’05” S, 73°07’42” 
W). On 17 October 2006 an adult White-throated Hawk 
pair was observed flying over the forest in the Vagabun-
do locality (47°50’25” S, 73°18’21” W). On 9 February 
2008 (austral summer) an adult White-throated Hawk was 
observed flying over the forest and perching on a live len-
ga (Nothofagus pumilio) on a tophill near Cerro Castillo 
village (46º04’57,4” S, 72º26’58,8” W; a photograph is 
available from authors). An additional record made during 
winter was communicated to us by a colleague (M. Esco-
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bar, com. pers., 2011). On 24 July 2011, an adult White-
throated Hawk was observed perching on a southern beech 
near the borderline of the Figueroa River (44°09’50” S, 
72°07’29” W). All record sites were characterized by rug-
ged terrains composed of high hill (500−1500 m elevation) 
and flat areas in the valleys. In Quetru Lake, Vagabundo 
and Figueroa River, the most elevated hilltops and slopes 
(< 1000 m elevation) are covered by old shrub-sized (2−3 
m tall) Magellan southern beech forests. The low slopes 
are covered by old-growth evergreen forests mainly com-
posed of Magellan southern beech. In Cerro Castillo, the 
highest hilltops and slopes (1000−1500 m elevation) are 
extensively covered by old-growth deciduous Nothofagus 
forest dominated by lenga. 
 After Figueroa et al. (2002), our observations re-
present the strongest evidence of a southern range expan-
sion of the White-throated Hawk in Chile representing a 
significant extension in the species’ latitudinal distribution 
(almost 450 km south). This range expansion is consistent 
with a record reported by Darrieu et al. 2008 at almost 
the same latitude in Los Glaciares National Park in Ar-
gentina (50°02’ S, 73°06’ W). Overall, the record dates of 
adult hawks in Aysén agreed with those reported for the 

breeding period in southern Argentina and Chile (Trejo et 
al. 2004, Rivas-Fuenzalida et al. 2013). Observation of 
adult White-throated hawks during mid-winter in Aysén 
(July) is consistent with a previous finding at similar date 
in southwestern Argentina (Casas & Gelain 1995). It is 
possible that hawks recorded during winter belong to a 
resident population as believed by Goodall et al. (1957). 
More subsequent monitoring is needed to confirm if the 
White-throated Hawk is further extended and whether it 
breeds in Aysén. An undocumented occasional observa-
tion of a White-throated Hawk pair with a fledgling in 
Caleta Tortel (47°51’ S; T. Rivas-Fuenzalida, com. pers.) 
indicates that species would breed in southernmost Chile. 
In view of the increasing loss of native forest in the central 
and southern Chile, presence of extensive forest remnants 
in southernmost Chile could ensure reproductive habitats 
for this migratory forest-specialist hawk. 
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Figure 1. Records of White-throated Hawk 
(Buteo albigula) in Aysén, Chile. Dark zone 
in the left map represents the reported 
distribution of the species in Chile accor-
ding to Jaramillo (2003) and Figueroa et al. 
(2002). The triangle indicates the record 
documented by Figueroa et al. (2002) and 
dots represent the new records documen-
ted here. Gray areas indicate forest cover 
in the Aysén region (see Legend).



LITERATURE CITED

CASAS, A. E. & M. A. GELAIN. 1995. Nuevos datos acerca 
del estatus del aguilucho andino Buteo albigula en la Pa-
tagonia argentina. Hornero 14: 40−42.

DARRIEU, C. A., A. R. CAMPERI & S. IMBERTI. 2008. 
Avifauna (non Passeriformes) of Santa Cruz province, Pa-
tagonia (Argentina): annotated list of species. Revista del 
Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales 10: 111−145.

FIGUEROA, R. A., E. S. CORALES, H. SALDIVIA & S. 
ALVARADO. 2002. Presence of the White-throated Hawk 
(Buteo albigula) in the temperate rainforest of Aysén, 
southernmost Chile. Ornitología Neotropical 13: 427−432.

GELAIN, M., V. OJEDA, A. TREJO, L. SYMPSON, G. 
AMICO & R. VIDAL. 2001. Nuevos registros de distri-
bución y nidificación del Aguilucho Andino (Buteo albi-
gula) en la Patagonia argentina. Hornero 16: 85−88.

GOODALL, J. D., A. W. JOHNSON & R. A. PHILIPPI. 
1957. Las aves de Chile, su conocimiento y sus costum-
bres. Tomo II. Platt Editores, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

JARAMILLO, A. 2003. Birds of Chile. Princeton Field Gui-
des. Princeton University Press.

OLUPOT, W. & D. SHEIL. 2010. A preliminary assessment 
of large mammal and bird use of different habitats in 
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. African Journal of 
Ecology 49: 21−30.

CONTRIBUCIÓN BREVE    133
Boletín Chileno de Ornitología 21 (1-2): 131-133
Unión de Ornitólogos de Chile 2015
EDICIÓN ESPECIAL: AVES RAPACES DEL BOSQUE TEMPLADO AUSTRAL

PAVEZ, E. F. 2000. Migratory movements of the White-
throated Hawk (Buteo albigula) in Chile. Journal of Rap-
tor Research 34: 143−147.

RIVAS-FUENZALIDA, T., J. MEDEL & R. A. FIGUEROA. 
2013. Nesting territory characteristics of a migratory 
South American forest hawk, the White-throated Hawk 
(Buteo albigula), in temperate rainforest remnants of 
Araucanía, southern Chile. Journal of Natural History 47: 
1129–1142.

THIOLLAY, J-M. 1996. Distributional patterns of raptors 
along altitudinal gradients in the northern Andes and 
effects of forest fragmentation. Journal of Tropical Eco-
logy 12: 535−560.

TREJO, A., V. OJEDA, L. SYMPSON & M. GELAIN. 2004. 
Breeding biology and nest characteristics of the White-
throated Hawk (Buteo albigula) in northwestern Argenti-
ne Patagonia. Journal of Raptor Research 38: 1−8.

TREJO, A., R. A. FIGUEROA & S. A. ALVARADO. 2006. 
Forest-specialist raptors of the temperate forests of 
southern South America: a review. Revista Brasileira de 
Ornitología 14: 317−330.

TREJO, A., P. CAPLLONCH & L. SYMPSON. 2007. Mi-
gratory status of the White-throated Hawk (Buteo albigu-
la) - what do we know up to now. Ornitología Neotropical 
18: 11−19.

 


